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Nursery 

• Number rhymes/Number stories 

• Number games. 

• Opportunities through daily routines e.g. snack, self-registration 

• Practical counting activities  

• Comparing amounts 

• Calculations within 5 

 

Reception  

Unit 1: Just like me 

Comparing – size and quantity 

 

Making representations of numbers – seeing them as part of a bigger group 

 

Comparing size   More and fewer  

 

 

 

Unit 2: It’s me 1,2,3 

Comparing 1,2,3 . Which has more? Which has fewer? 
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Composition of 1,2,3 

                    

 

Unit 3: Light and dark 

Representing, comparing and composing 4 and 5 

                              

 

       

 

1 and 2 make 3 

1 and another 1 and another 

1 make 3. 
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1 more and 1 less 

         

                 Number songs              Number stories                                       Five frames 

 

Unit 4: Alive in 5: 

Comparing numbers to 5 

Encourage children to subitise smaller numbers. 

Focusing on 2 parts or more than 2 parts 
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Composition of 4 and 5 

                                      

 

1 and 1 and 3 make 5        2 and 3 make 5     1 and 4 make 5  
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Unit 5: Growing 6,7,8 

Representing, comparing and composing 6, 7 and 8 

Combining groups 

                                              

How many purple?       How many small fish? How many big fish?                    Looking at fifferent ways of  

How many blue? How many altogether?                                            How many altogether?        making 6, 7 and 8. 
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Unit 6: Building 9 and 10 

Representing, comparing and composing 9 and 10 

Comparing numbers to 10 

Bonds to 10 

                                    

                                           

How many red? How many yellow? 
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Unit 7: To 20 and beyond 

Consolidating Key Skills: Subitising, sorting and matching, composition, counting, comparing and ordering 

 

Building numbers beyond 10 

 
 

           
Counting patterns beyond 10 

   
             Bingo 
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Unit 8: First, then, now 

Subitising, sorting and matching, composition, counting, comparing and ordering 

Adding more 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

Taking away 

       

First there were 2 people on the bus.  

Then 2 more people got on the bus.  

Now there are 4 people on the bus. 
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Unit 9: Find my pattern 

Subitising, sorting and matching, composition, counting, comparing and ordering 

Doubling  

 

First there were 5 people on the bus.  

Then 2 people got off.  

Now there are 3 people on the bus. 
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Sharing and grouping 

                                  

 
 

Even and odd 

                  

 
 

 

 

Opportunities provided to explore sharing.    

Is this fair? What if another friend came? 

Children build pair-wise patterns on the 10 frames and 

sort them into those which have two equal groups (even 

numbers) and those which have two unequal groups (odd 
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Unit 10: On the move 

Consolidating Key Skills: Subitising, sorting and matching, composition, counting, comparing and ordering 

 

 Patterns and relationships 

Children should be given opportunities to explore and investigate relationships between numbers  
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